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All-age homily notes St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

9 December 2012 (10am) 

John Kennedy 

Sunday Club Coordinator 

Readings:  Malachi 3.1-14;  Song of Zechariah;  Philippians 1.1-11;  Luke 3.1-6 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord !! 
 
What does it mean to say prepare the way of the lord? Listen carefully to the reading and follow 
along in your bible. What does Luke say must be done?  
 
BIBLE READING  
 
So what does it mean to say prepare the way of the lord? In ancient times a King often sent ahead 
his servants to prepare his way. What sort of things do you think they needed to do?  
 
Find paths, find water, find shelter, find food, avoid enemies,  
Stress this point by trying to walk amongst all the kids items trying to walk a straight path.  
Hopefully a kid will move the things, otherwise fall over it to make the point.  
 
In this reading from Luke, he quotes the Prophet Isaiah who 600 years before had predicted the 
coming of God's chosen one and had predicted his heralding in the wilderness. In fact in our other 
reading for today, the prophet Malachi gives us some promises and some warnings about the one 
who is come before Jesus to set the way.  
 
Which of the following statements are promises of God's love and presences and which are 
warnings to be heeded.  

• I the lord all powerful, will send my messenger to prepare the way for me.  

• Then suddenly the lord you are looking for will appear in his temple  

• The messenger you desire is coming with my promise, and he is on his way  

• On the day the lord comes, he will be like a furnace that purifies silver or like strong soap in 
a washbasin. No one will be able to stand up to him.  

• The lord will purify the descendants of Levi (the priests) as though they were gold or silver.  

• Then they will bring the proper offerings to the Lord, and the offerings of the people of  

• Judah and Jerusalem will please him, just as they did in the past.   Malachi 3:1-4  
 
So what does it mean to us today to prepare the way of the lord? After all the Lord has come has he  
not?  
 
Throughout the history of the world God has been working through his “To Do” list. God wants us 
to love him and have a real relationship to him as a parent to a child. But, God understood that for 
humans to know him properly, he needed messengers to point the way for him: He used the 
prophets of old to start the story, he used Angels to announce things to individuals (but they're 
probably just a bit too scary and a bit hard to get to know after all they always announce their 
arrival by saying “Do not be afraid!” to reach everyone), he used John the Baptist to fulfil the 
prophesies of old and point the way for Jesus, God's chosen one, Emmanuel, God with us. And now 
he needs us to carry on spreading his message.  
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At Christmas time it is not God the creator we remember (although of course we do); it is not our 
saviour and redeemer we remember (but again we do), it is God with us, the God we can relate to, 
God our friend that we remember. And we should try to prepare the way for the lord, by making 
sure people know about him. After all, we should want all flesh (humans) to see the salvation of 
God.  
 
And I now challenge all of you, before the white Christ candle is lit in 2 weeks time, to bring the 
name of Jesus into one of your normal day-to-day conversations with another normal person.  

 
___________________________ 


